Hello Greek Laborer!

         This would be a really fun way to get Greeks attention on campus.  At West Chester University this add was put into the student newspaper and became quite popular all around campus.  People cut it out, put it on their dorm doors it was taped up in the local pizza joint for a few months.   At West Chester they just put it in the newspaper and then an editorial response followed (see below).   

         This idea could totally be expanded into a creative outreach or a way to advertise your Greek ministry on campus.   Put the quote on plastic cups and pass them out downtown at the bars.    Have a party at a bar (a dry party please) celebrating how God loves us and wants us to be happy.  Bring non-Christian friends to have a frank discussion on what they think about Ben Franklin’s thought process.   I am just throwing out ideas.  You know what would work best on your campus.

 God Bless, 

        Alice

Theological Defense for the Beer Add:  

(From an outsider asking reason for add)

To whom it may concern at Campus Crusade for Christ,

I am writing in regards to the advertisement posted in the October issue of the "Quad." I was confused, and somewhat disturbed by the message implied, "Beer is proof that God loves us and wants us to be happy" - "The joy of poetry, art, music, love, sex, eating and humor don't seem to point to survival of the fittest, or random mutations, but beyond, to a God who is not only omnipotent, but happy. A God who is good and created us to enjoy life, the world and Him." 

I don't know exactly what to make of this, or what it is trying to say. Are you promoting such acts as sex and the drinking of beer? I don't understand. Is this advertisment saying that by any means, including sex and beer, we can find happiness and it is okay with God? And if this is the case, then what boundaries exist... and are you also promoting drugs, and violence for those who choose these actions to make themsleves happy? 

I am very interested in the Campus Crusade for Christ group, and I have been to meetings before. I realize that my perception of this article is very 'off' as it apparently does not sit right with me somehow. If you could, I would really appreciate a brief response or explanation as to what was meant by this article. Thank you so much for taking the time to read this. I will look forward to your reponse to ease this bothersome confusion. 

Thank You again,

Mary

(Response from staff member)  

Dear Mary,

Thanks so much for writing.  I'd be happy to try and clear up the confusion about the ad.  I agree that if Campus Crusade is advocating drunkenness and immorality, then something has gone awry.  God is holy and just, and wants us to live lives that reflect his character.  Campus Crusade seeks to help people begin a relationship with Him, not encourage them to sin yet more.

In the ad we quote Ben Franklin who said "Beer is proof that God loves us and wants us to be happy."  We are not affirming that's true, merely observing that he said it, and then commenting on it.  

The first line of the copy which reads, "Though old Ben's premise may be debated, his conclusion is undeniable," seeks to start the reader questioning if beer really does offer such proof, while also confirming that yes, God does want us to be happy.  Put another way, "You're right Ben, God is good, and filled the world with good things.  Maybe not beer necessarily, but countless other good things."

Then we start to list some of these good things: poetry, art, music, love, sex, eating and humor.  Sex is included because it is one of the good things created by God.  Maybe even one of the best.  Like anything else it needs to be used as it was intended.  As you know, God's intention for sex is that it would be an expression of love between two married people in a lifetime commitment.  The fact that it's misuse is common all around us, doesn't change the fact that it is one of God's great gifts to us.  

The ad concludes by pointing to God's greatest gift to us, his Son, who gave his life as a ransom for us.

There's the flow of the ad.  Here's why we did it.

We wanted to start students thinking about where real satisfaction in life is found.   By starting with an arresting headline and photo we can grab the attention of people that would likely skip over a more religious ad.  Then we can challenge their thinking.  I wonder how many people have ever thought about the fact that God invented sex.  People often think of God being opposed to sex.  But it was all his idea!  Just imagine, if He made it, it's reasonable to conclude that His rules regarding it allow for the greatest experience of joy.  If we would just obey Him, what benefits we would enjoy.  Same goes for all of creation.  When we realize that God does create things for our good because he loves us, it enables us to enjoy those things as he intended, and more importantly to recognize the giver behind the gift.  Ultimately of course we want to point people to the Savior.  This ad seeks to do this by affecting the way students view God, so they can see that he has their best in mind.  Our hope is that this would embolden them to look at Jesus, and find in him, the greatest joy imaginable, and forgiveness of their sins.

If you want to talk more about this, you're welcome to call me at 610-563-6093.  Thanks again for writing Mary.  I hope that helps.

Tim
