Getting Started

Taking those first steps to reach out to sororities.  

Hello faithful friends who have a heart to see Greeks reached for Christ.  O.k. here are some basic steps to get started.  

It is most important to start with the newest and youngest members of the chapter, the new members!  Because most likely they are freshman and are open and eager to hear about how they can get involved with other things on campus.  

I have found sorority ministry is most successful when one comes to the chapters desiring to meet their felt needs in concurrence with their spiritual needs.  We don’t want to seem like we are charging in with a spiritual agenda.  We want to show we love them as whole people.


The place to start is with the New Member Educator (sometimes still called the Pledge Mom) or New member mom.  These women hold the position and responsibility of training and educating the new members.  The pledge period, or education period can run anywhere from five to eight weeks depending on the chapter.   The new member educator has total authority over the new girls.  But often they feel really overwhelmed because they have so much responsibility getting these girls ready to get initiated in the chapter. 

Call the new member educator and ask her to come into the chapter to get the opportunity to briefly share a bit about Campus Crusade and what we desire to offer the campus.  

Here is an example of what to say “ Hi, my name is ___________.  I am involved with or work with CRU on campus.  Have you heard of us?  Well I heard you are the new member educator (even say how you got their name…throw names around if you can to make them feel at ease that you know other people they know).  Well I would love the opportunity to briefly come in and share with your new members about us on campus and ask them some quick questions, on a questionnaire to find out how we can be a resource for them.  We as CRU know it is a really busy time in their life, and we are all about serving people and caring for them as whole people.  

Could we have five minutes of their time to share that and hand out a questionnaire.  We will even do a raffle and two people can win a Starbucks gift card.  And we have articles for the women if they want them (one of the questions on the survey) about time management, how to create chapter unity, and how to have healthy conflict resolution?”

Where can you get the New Member Educator’s #?  There are a # of places.  Go to the Greek Life office on campus, and you can ask there.  If they don’t have them listed you can get the presidents contact information or even the Pan Hellenic representative information and call them and they can give it to you.  


Going into the chapter:  Make sure you look cute.  Where you most hip outfit and wear fun jewelry and makeup.   Always a win.  Smile as soon as you are there in the room, greeting each girl with a little hello.  It helps. 

O.k.  The Announcement:  Explain who you are, and why you came.  Explain the purpose of CRU.  

“We at CRU think it is important to develop in all areas of life, physical, emotional, mental, social and spiritual.  Obviously our expertise are in the spiritual.   We have a quick questionnaire asking some quick questions because we would really like to be a resource to you during this busy time in your life.  There are a few questions at the top of how we may be able to meet some of your needs during this process as you are starting to get involved in sorority life and then some questions at the bottom on how we may be able to care for some of your spiritual needs.  Depending on what you put down at the top, we have an article we can give you about that subject – and we are going to raffle off 2 starbucks gift cards after we collect all the surveys”.   


The FOLLOW UP:  Pray over each survey.  Then call each girl that desired a response.  Try to give each girl the article in person, meet them on campus, chat with them for a bit.  The goal is to see them face to face.  Even ask them if you can get their feedback from them on the article.  That may help you to build bridges with them later on in the chapter. 

Call her even if she put down a maybe for the spiritual questions.  If they wanted to have a spiritual conversation, get together for coffee or a soda and ask them some basic spiritual questions.  What is your background?  How have you been able to get in touch with your spiritual side while in college thus far?  I would love you feedback on a 4 point outline on how you can get to know God personally – would you have 20 minutes to go over that with me?  If yes, then yes!  Share the four laws with them.  


After you survey what you have, who you have, potentially gather them together for a spiritual discussion group or small group Bible study.  This is where it is all your own discernment on what will work best.  Ministry is messy – and almost never works the way we think it should.  Give me a call and we will brainstorm some ideas together.  
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